[Semantic satiation and language disorders in schizophrenia].
The term semantic satiation refers to the subjective experience of loss of meaning of a word as a result of prolonged repetition of that word. Satiation is a general property of neural activity: it reflects a spreading of activation in semantic networks and some type of inhibitory process. The aim of this paper is to present the hypothesis about the influence of the semantic satiation upon the language disorders in schizophrenia. This article contains a review of semantic satiation experiments in healthy participants, it also deals with the semantic priming paradigm, which was usually used to investigate this effect. The author presents a theoretical hypothesis about the connection between semantic satiation and language disorders. This hypothesis is based on a review of semantic priming experiments in schizophrenia, which provides the evidence that for schizophrenic patients the priming effect is larger than for healthy individuals. This hyperpriming effect suggests that schizophrenic patients are more susceptible to semantic satiation than healthy individuals, which may be a likely cause of a few of schizophrenia--related language disorders. Satiation may prove to be a useful tool for exploring the thought and language disorders in schizophrenia. Some empirical investigations should be made to verify the hypothesis which is described in this paper.